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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 
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2. S The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-10 . 
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2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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1. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
L3 12. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Joe McKinney Muncy on June 25, 2004. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

IN THE SPECIFICATION 
The typo of "receptable" in this application was substituted by - receptacle--. 
At page 1, line 5, "RECEPTABLE" was changed to - RECEPTACLE-; and - 
receptacle— substituted "receptable" in lines 7-8, 10, 13, 16-17, 22, 24-28 and 34. 

At page 2, -receptacle — substituted "receptable" in lines 3, 6-8, 13, 20-22, 24, 29 and 35. 
At page 3, -receptacle — substituted "receptable" in lines 1-2, 6-7, 12, 12, 18, 20-24, 26, 
33 and 35. 

At page 4, -receptacle — substituted "receptable" in lines 2, 5-8, 12-13, 15-18, 21-22, 24- 
26, and 32-33. 

At page 5, -receptacle — substituted "receptable" in lines 4, 1 1, 15, 24, 27-29, 31-33 and 
35. 

At page 6, -receptacle— substituted "receptable" in lines 14-16, 19, 22-23, 26, 29, 31, 34 
and 36. 



Application/Control Number: 10/716,618 Page 3 

Art Unit: 1725 

At page 7, -receptacle — substituted "receptable" in lines 1-7, 10, 13-15, 18, 22-23, 25 
and 33; and line 29, --sensor 10 — substituted "sensor 1". 

At page 8, -receptacle — substituted "receptable" in lines 1, 3, 5-7, 10-13, 19, 24, 27 and 
29-31. 

At page 9, -receptacle — substituted "receptable" in lines 3 and 12. 

IN THE ABSTRACT 
At page 13, —receptacle — substituted "receptable" in lines 2, 4, 7, and 10-11. 

IN THE CLAIMS 

There is a typo of "receptable" in the claims, which was substituted by - receptacle—. 

Claim 1, lines 1, 6, 9 and 14, —receptacle— substituted "receptable". 

Claim 2, lines 1, 3, and 8, -receptacle- substituted "receptable". 

Claim 3, lines 1, 2 and 5, —receptacle— substituted "receptable". 

Claim 4, lines 1, 3, and 6-7, —receptacle- substituted "receptable". 

Claim 5, lines 1-3, -receptacle- substituted "receptable". 

Claim 6, lines 1-3, -receptacle— substituted "receptable". 

Claim 7, line 1, -receptacle- substituted "receptable". 

Claim 8, lines 6-9, 12, 14-18, 21-23, 25, 27-28 and 34, -receptacle- substituted 
"receptable". 

Claim 9, line 4, -receptacle— substituted "receptable". 
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Claim 10, lines 2 and 5, -receptacle- substituted "receptable"; and line 4, after "with" 
the word "the" was deleted. 

Reasons for Allowance 
The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The prior art of 
either Quinan or Hodler fails to teach the claimed casting receptacle. Indeed, the prior art record 
fails to teach or suggest the combination of elements in the claimed casting receptacle for 
processing melt and for use in the claimed casting method, wherein the casting receptacle 
comprising: a shell, the bottom part of which is substantially in the shape of a cut cone and 
downwards convergent and a shutter plug, and wherein the shutter plug is substantially a sharp 
cone in shape, and extends in its closed position a distance further than the substantially conical 
bottom part of the shell, thus forming a substantially sharp point at the bottom part of the casting 
receptacle. Therefore, the claimed feature is allowable over the art of record. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ing-Hour Lin whose telephone number is (571) 272-1 180. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:00-5:30) Second Friday Off 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tom Dunn can be reached on (571) 272-1 171. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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